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NEW HAMPSHIRE 
VOTES IN PRIMARY 
Democrats showed 
up to the polls in the 
first-in-the-nation 
primary, weighing in 
on an unsettled field. ' 
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Panther Island, its funding are 
latest issues in Republican primary 


BY ANNA M. TINSLEY 
atinsley@star-telegram.com 


Panther Island has become 
even more of a political issue. 

Now that officials have said 
they expect just a small portion 
of the federal dollars requested 


this year for the $1.17 billion 
project, Republican Chris Put- 
nam said it’s time to take a long 
look at the project that would 
reshape the Trinity River north 
of downtown Fort Worth. 
Putnam, a former Colleyville 
city councilman, is challenging 
U.S. Rep. Kay Granger, a Fort 


Worth Republican who spear- 
headed the project, for the 12th 
Congressional District seat in 
the March 3 GOP primary. 
After federal officials an- 
nounced Monday that Panther 
Island will get just $1.5 million 
for a feasibility study, far less 
than the $38 million local offi- 


cials requested, Putnam stressed 
that while he was on the Colley- 
ville City Council he helped 
guide efforts to pass transpar- 
ency and ethics reforms, along 
with term limits. 

“In part, these new ordinanc- 
es required the public disclosure 
of land ownership, business 


interests, and government con- 
tracts held by officials and em- 
ployees,” Putnam said in a writ- 
ten statement. “As we have seen 
with today’s news about Panther 
Island and the Grangers, they 
are also much needed in Wash- 
ington, D.C. ... 

“When we close our eyes to 
this kind of government waste, 
political nepotism and corrup- 
tion we become direct enablers 
to everything we claim to hate 
about Washington, D.C.” 

Granger’s office did not im- 
mediately respond to a request 
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Father of 
man shot 
by police 
speaks out 


BY DOMINGO RAMIREZ JR. 
ramirez@star-telegram.com 


MCKINNEY 

The father of a University of 
North Texas student who was 
shot to death by a Denton police 
officer said Tuesday that offi- 
cers never tried to de-escalate 
the incident. 

Kevin Tarver, a chaplain with 
the McKinney Police Depart- 
ment, commented on the fatal 
January shooting after he was 
recently allowed to view body 
camera video. 

In the video, “my son is cry- 
ing out, ‘My heavenly father’,” 
Kevin Tarver said at a news 
conference at The Sanctuary in 
McKinney on Tuesday. “I did 
not see my son attacking 
anyone.” 

Lee Merritt of Dallas, the 
Tarver family’s attorney, said 
Kevin’s son Darius Tarver was 
in a medical crisis at the time he 
was shot and killed in Denton. 

“He didn’t need men with 
guns at that time,” said Merritt, 
who was at the Tuesday news 
conference with several mem- 
bers of Darius Tarver’s family 
and supporters. 

Merritt and the Tarver family 
asked for a thorough investiga- 
tion and possible charges 
against officers. 

“If they were poorly trained, 
remove them,” Merritt said, 
referring to the officers. 

The attorney said the dash 
cam and body cam videos 
should be released to the public 
at some point. 

The Denton Police 
Department released the follow- 
ing statement Tuesday: “The 
death of Darius ‘DJ’ Tarver, who 
was shot and killed by a Denton 
Police officer on Jan. 21, is cur- 
rently under criminal investiga- 
tion by the Texas Rangers, with 
a concurrent administrative 
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Sheriff IDs victims of double 
murder-suicide near Azle 


BY JACK HOWLAND 
jhowland@star-telegram.com 


A married couple found 
dead Monday in their home 
near Azle were killed by gun- 


shot wounds to the head, anda 


16-year-old boy whose body 
was also at the scene died by 
suicide, authorities said. 

The deaths of Harley W. 
Ryan, 58, and Xiumei Shi 
Ryan, 54, were homicides, the 
Tarrant County Medical 
Examiner’s Office said. 

Suayng Qu, 16, who also 
lived at the Red Oak Circle 


house off of Jacksboro High- 
way, died of a gunshot wound 
to his head that was self- 
inflicted, the medical exam- 
iner’s office said. 

Qu was related to the Ryans, 
but authorities did not de- 
scribe the relationship. 

A small community in rural 
Tarrant County made up large- 
ly of retired and elderly resi- 
dents was shaken Monday by 
the homicides and suicide 
involving a family. 

The bodies were found Mon- 
day evening inside of the 
house in the 1500 block of Red 
Oak Circle. The Ryans and Qu 


were pronounced dead about 5 
p.m. 

The neighbors said Harley 
Ryan married Xiumei Shi 
Ryan, a Chinese immigrant, a 
few years ago and she brought 
over her two children born in 
China — a son who has been 
attending Azle High School 
and a daughter in college. 
Neighbors said they noticed 
police came to the home two 
weekends ago but the officers 
left after a couple of hours. 

The sheriff’s office was 
alerted to the home Monday 
when a Ryan family member 
called authorities because the 


JACK HOWLAND jhowland@star-telegram.com 


The Tarrant County Sheriff's Department said that three people were found dead, apparently in a double murder-suicide, at this home 
in the 1500 block of Red Oak Circle near Azle. Neighbors said they were shocked something like this could happen in their community. 


person had not heard from the 
family since Sunday night, 
Sheriff’s Office Chief of Staff 
David McClelland said. 

Xiumei Ryan filed for di- 
vorce from Harley Ryan on 
Monday, according to Tarrant 
County court records. She 
wrote in the divorce petition 
that there was discord and 
conflict in their marriage. The 
couple married in November 
2013 and stopped living to- 
gether as spouses on Feb. 2, 
according to the petition. 

Red Oak Circle residents 
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Arlington voters will be asked 
to boost sales tax rate to 8.25% 


BY JAMES HARTLEY 
jhartley@star-telegram.com 


ARLINGTON 

The Arlington City Council 
decided 8-0 Tuesday to place a 
proposed quarter-cent sales tax 
increase on the May 2 ballot. 

Councilman Andrew Piel 
proposed an amendment that 
the rate increase expire in eight 
years, but it failed to pass on a 
4-4 vote. Councilman Marvin 
Sutton was not present for 
Tuesday’s vote. 


8.25%, the highest allowed by 
law. 

Michael Jacobson, president 
and CEO of the Greater Arling- 
ton Chamber of Commerce, 
said Tuesday the tax would 
help promote job growth, rede- 
velopment and revitalization. 

On Tuesday, 16 residents 
spoke in favor of placing the tax 
increase on the ballot, saying it 
would spur economic devel- 
opment and help the city lower 
property taxes in the long run. 

But 14 spoke in opposition, 
calling the tax increase regres- 


“The government should not 
be in the business of choosing 
winners and losers,” resident 
Linda Bussy said. 

The city is hoping that the 
increase can provide some 
property tax relief, City Manag- 
er Trey Yelverton said at a 
Feb. 4 meeting. Texas passed a 
law last year designed to limit 
the growth of property tax bills. 

Yelverton also said last week 
that the tax would also allow 
the city to better respond to 
residents’ demands for street 
maintenance, improved light- 


hart said Feb. 4 the sales tax 
increase makes sense because 
visitors would also be contrib- 
uting through their purchases. 

“When I can use someone 
else’s money to help you, why 
wouldn’t I do that?” she said. 

The city’s sales tax includes a 
half cent for the debt on Globe 
Life Field and AT&T Stadium. 
One cent goes to the general 
fund, a quarter cent goes to- 
ward street maintenance, and 
the other 6.25% goes to the 
state. The city expects to raise 
$68.4 million in 2020 through 
its sales tax, accounting for 
25.4% of its general fund reve- 
nues. Property taxes will bring 
in $118.8 million. 


James Hartley: 817-390-7701, 
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